The Lord Jesus said ... My Sheep

The disciple of the Lord should understand what
Godlike forgiveness is. Some store up bitterness and
rage which can help destroy the guilty party aswell as
themselves. Others are ready to pronounce their for-
giveness a minute after the other person sins, regard-
less of honrepentance or restoration of the relationship.
They believe this is Christlike love and will win one
rather than destroy one. But “what saith the Scripture?’

Who isto seek forgiveness?

The subject of forgiveness takes for granted the un-
derstanding that there is right and wrong according to
God's standard. When one violates God's standard it
iscaled sin. Sin not only separates God and man (Isa
59:2) but also man from man. When there is sin we
have two specific partiesin a relationship:

#1. the party who did the wrong - the offender
#2. the party sinned against - the offendee

The responsibility lies with the offender to ask for
forgiveness, for he committed thewrong. Thefirsttime
the word “forgive” isused in the Word of God iswhen
Joseph’s brothers were counsel ed by their father Jacob
to say to Joseph, whom they had wronged: “ So shall ye
say unto Joseph, Forgive, | pray thee now, the trespass
of thy brethren, and their sin; for they did unto thee
evil: and now, we pray thee, forgivethe trespass of the
servants of the God of thy father. And Joseph wept when
they spake unto him” (Gen. 50:17). Notice the same pat-
tern el sewhere (Ex. 10:16,17, 1Samuel 15:24,25, Daniel 9:4-9,19).

If forgiveness is to reach its goal of awrong being
righted and reconciliation then the responsibility of
acknowledging the wrong lies with the offender. The
offendeein that case has no wrong to acknowledge and
so can't. Forgiveness implies that sin has been com-
mitted because after all it isn't a “right” that requires
forgiveness.

What are the conditions of
forgiveness?

Some might answer that there are no conditions for
forgiveness. lsn't love unconditional? Islove God's
only interest or do justice and righteousness enter in?
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Doesthe gospel teach that God givesHislove at the
expense of Hisrighteousness? (See Rom. 3:21-31).

The Old Testament God. To teach His ancient
people, Israel, His character and salvation, God com-
municated on what basis He would forgive their sin
against Him. God said concerning their sin that “it
shall be forgiven him” (Lev. 5,10). But there were con-
ditions that had to be met first for the guilty party to
hear those words on behalf of a merciful God. The
guilty party (not God) had to:

1. confess hissin (Lev. 5:5)

2. bring atrespass offering to the Lord (Lev. 5:6)
3. have blood (from death) sprinkled (Lev. 5:8)
4. offer a second sacrifice (Lev. 5:10).

Because sin is horrible and destructive its penalty
is nothing less than death before God. Thus a death
had to occur. Because of the mercy of God, He would
accept an acceptable substitute. But the substitute could
not bypass the justice of death.

Thus we see that without
confession —the wrong admitted —
and sacrifice—thewrong righted —
God did not grant forgiveness.

TheNew Testament God. Did God change Hischar-
acter and principles in the New Testament gospel?
Christians are told to:

“Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, for-
giving one another, even asGod for Christ'ssake
hath forgiven you” (Eph. 4:32). “Forbearing one
another, and forgiving one another, if any man
have a quarrel against any: even as Christ for-
gaveyou, so also do ye’ (Cal. 3:13).

If we are to forgive one another the same way God
and Christ forgave us then we need to ask, how did
God forgive us? Were there any conditions? |s every-
body just automatically forgiven in God's gospel ?

How did God forgive you? Was repentance neces-
sary? Isconfession required? Did God require adeath
sacrifice to satisfy Hisjustice for the laws we break?

It is possible to love and not forgive. God so loves
the world but He does not forgive al the world. Why?
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There could be no for giveness from God
unlessthere was an acceptable sacrifice.

The very gospel of grace promises that “...through
this man [Jesus Christ] is preached unto you the for-
giveness of sins’ (Acts 13:38). But though this forgive-
ness of sinsis free of charge (works) to us it was not
free for Jesus because of God's justice. Because the
wages of sinisdeath, God required an acceptable blood
sacrifice. Only His sinless Son was acceptable and so
Christ died for our sins on the cross.

Forgiveness through the Lord Jesus Christ
would not be granted until therewasa
change of heart (repentance) toward God
and reliance (faith) placed in His Son.

Now that the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus wasfinished
and He was risen from the dead, the gospel message
wasto goout to dl nations: “ Testifying both to the Jews,
and aso to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and
faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts20:21).

While forgiveness is not conditioned on the amount
of law one keeps or performs (Acts 13:39), it is condi-
tioned on repentance, faith and sacrifice— Christ’s sac-
rifice. The repentant believer is promised: “In whom
we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness
of sins, according to the riches of his grace” (Eph. 1.7).

The God of the New Testament doesn’t
forgive without confession —
based on sacrifice.

A believer might sin after heissaved. He still needs
forgivenessto maintain close fellowship with God. He
is told that because of Christ's blood, “If we confess
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins,
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness’ (1in. 1:7-9).

When does one forgive?

When does God forgive? God has made it clear
when Hewill forgive. Astherisen Lord commissioned
Hisdisciplesin Luke 24:47: “And that repentance and
remission of sins should be preached in hisname... .”
Repentance is the changing of one’s mind, the rethink-
ing of awrong attitude — an acknowledgment of sin.

“And we beheld His glory,

As the crucified Savior hung on the cross He cried
out, “ Father forgive them; for they know not what they
do” (Luke 23:34). The Lord Jesus perceived their igno-
rance just like you might perceive the ignorance of a
one-year old who steps on your foot and withhold your
anger. The Savior did not say “I forgive you.” Rather
the Son requested the Father to forgive. But when and
to whom did the Father answer His Son’s desire?

It was when the Lord's apostle, Peter, stood up on
Pentecost and announced to Israel that because of the
resurrection of Jesus by God, they could now know as-
suredly that they had crucified their Lord Messiah.
About 3000 Jewswere convicted of their sin and asked
in humble contrition, “What shall we do?’

The God of mercy did not say, “No way, I'm fin-
ished with you.” Nor did the God of righteousness say,
“Nothing, | just forgive you.” He said, “ Repent, and
be baptized every one of you inthe name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of sins...” (Acts 2:38).

About 3000 souls did change their minds and went
home forgiven of their great atrocity and in anew rela-
tionship with God as Hischildren. But thousands more
were not forgiven. Why? They would not repent.

For oneto grant the offender

for giveness without confession or
repentanceis not compatible with
the gospel we profess nor the
righteous character of God.

In Isaiah 2:9 a group of people would not repent of
their sin and humbl e themsel ves by bowing low before
God. God pronounced, “therefore forgive them not”

King David found the forgiveness of God — but in
thisorder: “I acknowledged my sinunto thee, ... | said,
I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD; and
thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Selah” (Psa. 32:5).

God asked backdliding I srael to* Return againtome.”
He had a marriage relationship with her. Though she
was playing the spiritual whore, He desired the rela-
tionship restored—on this condition: “ Only acknowledge
thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed” (Jer. 3:1,13).

King David greatly erred when he kissed unrepen-
tant Absalom. Absalom then usurped his throne.
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When should the Christian forgive? Shouldn’tthe
discipledo it the way His Lord does?

EXAMPLE 1. TheLord Jesusinstructed Hisdisciples
when to forgive in Luke 17:3,4.

If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him;
and if he repent, forgive him. And if he tres-
pass against thee seven timesin aday, and seven
times in a day turn again to thee, saying, | re-
pent; thou shalt forgive him.

Consistent with the righteous character of the Father
and the gospel, Christ taught repentancefirst. TheLord
did not say to go to your brother and say “I forgive
you" first, but rather “rebuke him.” Maybe he sinned
inignorance. Once you make him aware of it, heisno
longer ignorant. Now he must acknowledge the sin
against you. It is not right to forgive without repen-
tance. That would only tolerate sininthe name of grace.

Biblical grace does not overlook
sin but rather givesthe ability to
overcome sin. (Rom. 6:1, Titus 2:11,12)

EXAMPLE 2 TheLord Jesusa so instructed His dis-
ciples about disputes between individualsin Matt. 18.

Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against
thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and
him aone: if heshall hear thee, thou hast gained
thy brother (Matt. 18:15).

Again, rather than pronouncing forgiveness, first you
are to confront him with his fault privately (in a meek
attitude Gal. 6:1). If your brother listens, then thereis
restoration. A relationship has been righteously recon-
ciled: the goal of forgiveness —just like the gospel.

If he doesn’t hear or repent, rather than being for-
given, the matter progresses through witnesses and
eventually to the church. If the trespasser doesn’t sub-
mit to the church (God's supreme court on earth for
Christians, 1Cor. 6), rather than embracing him in “for-
givinglove,” heisto betreated by you asaheathen; an
unsaved sinner — so says the Word of God (Mt. 18:16-20).

Eveninthe parable of thefamousprodigal sonwhere
the Father showed great love and mercy to the way-
ward son, it occurred after the son returned. The fatted
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calf wasnot roasted nor the party begun until thelonged-
for words were heard, “| have sinned.”

The church at Corinth wastold to excommunicate a
sinning person rather than offer forgiveness that the
person’s flesh would feel the pain and be destroyed.
We harm individuals when we offer forgiveness with-
out repentance. We encouragetheir mind-set that there
are no consequences to their sinful choices. They will
be more likely to pursue their destructive ways and
God's Name will be blasphemed in the world (1Cor. 5,
Rom. 2:24). We have also demonstrated a false gospel.

Yet after this sinning man in the Corinthian church
demonstrated repentance and punishment was carried
out — the church was then told, “ Sufficient to such a
man is this punishment, which was inflicted of many.
So that contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, and
comfort him, lest perhaps such a one should be swal-
lowed up with overmuch sorrow” (2Cor. 2: 6,7).

Caution! In not glancing over sin in the name of
grace we must not store up bitterness and rage when
the person doesn’t confess the wrong toward us. We
should be like our Lord and be ready to forgive. As
Psalm 86:5reveals. “For thou, Lord, art good, and ready
to forgive and plenteous in mercy unto all them that
call uponthee” Whilewecan't forgive until one“calls’
(admits their wrong), we should have an attitude that
conveys a desire to forgive on the right terms.

Many offences don't fall into the area of a personal
trespass because no rights or persons were violated or
damaged. These things might be annoying and trouble-
some but we aretold in 1 Peter 4:8 that charity or love
“shall cover the multitude of sins.” For the sake of
higher goals somethingsjust aren’t worth fighting over
when justice hasn't been breached.

1Corinthians 6 says that while a defrauded believer
cannot take another believer to the unsaved courts for
judgment, he may take him to the church for judgment.
It is better to “take wrong,” (hot forgive it) and just
suffer the defrauding rather than involve the unsaved.

In cases where we have been offended, we should
ask ourselves severa questions: Does the person have
knowledge of his wrong? Did he do it ignorantly or
with intent? Will righteousness suffer if | ignore it?
Will the testimony of our Lord be helped or hurt?
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Why does one forgive?

A Christian should forgive a repentant person for
two simple reasons.

One, God has provided a one-time blood sacrifice
for sin in the person of Christ Jesus the Lord. Thus,
whether saved or unsaved, thereisasacrificeavailable
that God accepts and on which He will forgive all sin
against Him: thisis the gospel (Col. 2:11-13, 1John 1:7-9).

Two, because God hasforgiven you when you trusted
the Lord Jesus Christ and ever since. It is true that
some wrongs do terrible damage and hurt. And some-
times the consequences of these wrongs cannot be un-
done. Yet if the person repents and asks for forgive-
ness, thenitis Christ-liketo do so and leave theresults
with Him. Yes, there might be necessary consequences
but there still can be aletting go of anger.

The Lord aso taught that to have experienced the
forgiveness of God and others and then show no pity
and “from your hearts forgive not every one his brother
their trespasses’ merits judgment (Matt. 18:21-35). Re-
member Proverbs 16:12: “love covereth all sins.”

It isaswrong not to forgive a
brother when herepentsasit isto
forgive a person before he repents.

Conclusion. Forgivenesscomesdowntotiming. To
forgive a person before he or she repents of the wrong
isto do something God doesn’t do. It'slikethetiming
of giving a two-year old a loaded gun — destructive
and wrong. But to not forgive one when he or she does
repent isnot to do something God doesdo. It’slikethe
timing of withholding a gun from a soldier going into
battle — setting him up to be hurt. May we as faithful
disciplesfollow our Lord and glorify His wisdom.

Chronicle #3 of ‘The Disciple’s Walk’ series
looks at water baptism for the believer.

Mailing list - Information - Copies
R. P. Amos
c/o Northgate Gospel Fellowship
240 McGuire Rd.
Rochester NY 14616

The Chronicles of the

Disciple’s
Walk

To Forgive or
Not Forgive

The Chronicles of the ‘Disciple’s Walk’ are various
exhortations. The goal is to encourage the believer in
the Lord Jesus to follow Him according to His Word
and ways rather than tradition or popular thinking.

“To err ishuman, to forgive, divine” goesthe famous
saying. In Christian circles, forgivenessislooked at as
an expression of love, therefore exemplifying God. To
forgiveisto disregard awrong against you and in mercy
“letit go” rather than punish or hold it against the guilty.

What isthe purpose of forgiveness? Forgivenessis
the means whereby a broken relationship isreconciled.
If thereis no desire for relationship on either side of a
dispute, then forgivenessisfutile. Consider God'sgos-
pel. Itis God's desire to forgive the sinner who was
born with a broken relationship with Him. The gospel
is concerned about forgiveness of sins and reconcilia-
tion to God. (Acts5:31, 13:38, 2Cor. 5:18, Rom. 5:10). TOMis-
understand forgiveness reflects poorly on the gospel.



