The Lord Jesus said ... “My Sheep

All humanity
is guilty before God.
Thisverdict isnot based on
personal opinion but on God's
legal court with the justice of law.

The person seeking God should not just realize, “I
need God to help fix my life.” Nor should the attitude
be, "I am worth it to have a better life and, therefore,
need God's help.” Nor, "to confirm my self-esteem |
need to recognize a higher power that loves me."

The attitude God seeks istaking one's rightful place
as a guilty sinner. That is, God seeks one who con-
fesses that he or she is deserving of God's righteous
judgment and in need of God's salvation on Histerms:
humble repentance and faith alone. The Son of God
taught that the man who said, "God be merciful to mea
sinner,” went home justified.

Because God is love, Heis not content to leave hu-
manity in the state of guilty condemnation. He has pro-
vided salvation. God's salvation is not found in popu-
lar religion, programs, philosophy, or psychology but a
Person.

This chronicle will present God's Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ. AsRomans proclaimsthe gospel of God,
it claimsthat it is*“concerning His Son Jesus Christ our
Lord” (1:3).

There are four areas of interest we want to consider
about the Person of Jesus the Lord.

a  theidentity of Jesus Christ
b. thecharacter of Jesus Christ
C. the role of Jesus Christ

d. theproof of Jesus Christ

The I dentity of the Savior

Holy Scriptures unmistakably reveal Jesus of
Nazareth asthe second personality of the onetriune God.
BeforeHisincarnation Hisnamewas*“theWord”. “The
Word was God”, we are told, and it was by this Word
that all things were created. He istruly the “Lord of
glory” (John1:1-3, 14).

hear my voice, and

A word is simply the expression of one's heart and
thoughts. When *theWord becameflesh” (ahuman per-
son) He visibly expressed the invisible God. The Son
has revealed, or declared, the Father (John 1:18). The
Greek word for declared is “exegeomai”. It's where
we get our word exegesis, which means to interpret,
explain or unfold.

In other words, the Lord Jesusis
the visible interpretation and
under standing of God the Father.
Hiswords and works arethe
expression of the Father’s heart.
Toreect Jesusistoreect God.

God the Father is the designer of the gospel. Jesus
the Son doesthe visible work for the Father. The Holy
Spirit imparts the life of the Son in the believer (2 Cor.
13:14, Eph. 1:4,7,5:18). The Spirit takesthe objectivethings
of Christ and brings them into a subjective experience
inour hearts. It would beimpossiblefor the man, Jesus,
to indwell al believers but it is accomplished by the
Spirit who is God (Acts 5:3).

For example, one hospital might have the doc-
tor who prescribes a medicine, the pharmacist
who preparesit and the nurse who dispensesit.

God reveals Himself in Genesis 1:1 as “Elohiym”
whichisplural but hasasingular meaning. A cluster of
grapes has many like grapesinit. Yet wecal it aclus-
ter, not clusters—aplurality of one. Asanother example,
| am afather, a husband and a son in one person.

Yet another example of the one triune God is
one molecule of water which has three atoms
(H,0). When at room temperature it is liquid.
When at freezing temperature it is solid ice.
When at boiling temperature it is a gaseous
steam. It always retains the exact properties of
H,O while in different forms and roles. Also,
when one has the exact temperature and pres-
sure, H,0 enterstriple point whereit can be wa
ter, ice and gas at the sametime.

Nature gives the examples and theWord gives usthe
teaching that Jesus Christ is Lord.

they follow me. ... .”

The Character of the Savior

Holy Scripture declaresthat God was manifest inthe
flesh (1Tim. 3:16). He that hath seen me hath seen the
Father, proclaimed the Son, John 14:9.

Asaman, Christ Jesuswould betemptedinall points
(body, eye and self-will) (Heb. 4:15, 1 Jn. 2:16). However,
unlike us, His temptation would be from without (Sa-
tan, Matt. 4) and not from within (indwelling sin).
Sometimes manufacturers will test a product for you,
not to see if it will fail, but to prove to you it won't.
The testing of the second man, Jesus, was not to seeif
He would sin but to demonstrate He couldn’t, for He
was God in the flesh.

The New Testament writersall stressHis sinlessness,
though in their different personalities.

John 10:27

Peter, the man of quick action and words writes
about the Savior: “Who did no sin, neither was
guile found in his mouth.”

Paul, the man of many revelations and
knowledge writes about the Savior: “For he hath
made him to be sin for us, who knewno sin.”

John, the man of inner emotion and love writes
about the Savior: “And ye know that he was
manifested to take away our sins; and inhimis
nosin.”

The Hebrews writer who exhorted people to
go without their religious camp says: “wasin all
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin”.

Christ’s perfection was accomplished by the virgin
birth. Though human, He didn’t inherit sin which is
passed through the line of the man (Rom. 5:12). With
Him God was well pleased (Matt. 17:5).

Therefore, Christ Jesus alonequalifiesasan accept-
able sacrificeto God for He alone was fully acceptable
in His life. He was perfect in His death for He was
perfect in Hislife.

For example, you would not accept asteak pre-
sented to you, no matter how ddlicious, if inits
preparationit fell on thefloor and was contami-
nated by the dog. Because Christ’slife wasun-
contaminated by sin, His death alone counted
asan acceptabl e substitutionary sacrificeto God.

“He that entereth not by the door
The Role of the Savior

Though equality with God was already His, theLord
Jesus Christ did not selfishly cling to the privilegesand
authority that goeswith that. Hewaived Hisrank over
all the heavenly host where His every command was
obeyed and every knee bowed in deserved reverence.
He left the environment of painless paradise. He laid
aside or veiled His clothing of brilliant glory (Matt. 17).

Hedidn’t becomeacherub or an archangel but amere
man. Asaman, He did not become aking or a presi-
dent or a sports hero but rather adave. Asaslave He
obeyed everything. He just didn’t obey the positve
thingslikedoing miracles, but obeyed even to the death
of acriminal’s punishment: the cross (philp. 2:6-8).

Christ never ceased to be what
Heintrinsically was
because of what He became.

For example, the president of a large company
leavesthe position of president and becomesthe
mail boy. While heleft the rank and privileges
of president and will no longer be found sitting
asthe head of the board making decisions, hav-
ing his coffee brought to him, or being chauf-
feured in alimousine—he never stops being who
hewas. Heisthe same human being.

OT PICTURE

In Exodus we find that the ephod (vest) of the
high priest was to be an interwoven garment of
linen fabric and gold metal. The gold wasto be
beaten into thin strands of thread and intricately
interwoven into the varied colored fabric. Thus
you would have one high priest’s ephod which
would be a combination of fabric and precious

metal (Exodus 39:1-3). Depending on the light,
sometimes the garment would appear as shining
gold and at other times as dark, drab material.

The gold speaks of the divinity of Jesus Christ,
and thefinelinen, His spotless humanity. At dif-
ferent times, His divinity or humanity would be
more evident.




... Isathief and arobber - but -

Thisiswhy at timesin the gospels, one will see the
humanity of Jesus asobvious. Heisunder the Father’s
authority. There He is seen as a servant obeying His
Father’s will regardless of the consequences. There
Heissubject to human frailtiesand pain. Hefallsasleep
and eats with sinners. There He doesn’t know the day
or hour of His coming for His authority (the Father)
did not reveal it yet. There, rather than giving orders,
Hetakesthem and willingly acknowledgesthe Father’'s
superior rank over His slavery. There He obeysto the
death of the cross and suffers as an apparent weakling.

At other timesHecreates, revea sthefuture, forgives
sin, controls nature’s fury, and displays the raw power
of God in raising a decaying corpse from death.

The Proof of the Savior

The Father does not ask one to have blind faith, nor
to “throw away one'sbrain.” He givestwo undeniable
evidences to the reality of His Son, the Lord Jesus
Christ, on which to rest one’s faith. As Romans 1:2-4
states concerning the Person of God's gospel:

Which he had promised afore by his prophets
inthe holy scriptures,) Concerning his Son Jesus
Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of
David according to the flesh; And declared to
be the Son of God with power, according to the
spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the
dead.

There isthe evidence of prophecy and the evidence
of resurrection.

A. The Evidence of Prophecy

To predict things accurately requires Divine at-
tributes. Onewould have to foreknow the future. And
how about the power to arrangeit to happen? Thelonger
the prediction, themoreit defieslogic. Onemight pre-
dict the winner of the super bowl afew weeks before-
hand, but they have much information about the teams.
However, to accurately predict the superbowl winner
700 years ahead of time is adifferent story. InIsaiah
41:21-26, God challenges other gods (religions) to pre-
dict the future accurately as a proof of their claims of
realism. God aone has taken the risk of prophecy to
present His Savior so you can be assured of Him.

he that entereth in by the door

Prediction Date Person

Exact Location of Birth-

Country - Israel 704 BC JESUS
County-Judah Micah 5:2 our
City- Bethlehem LORD
Exact Racial Roots -

A Semite- from Abraham 1?31; BC JESUS
A Jew- from Jacob (Israel) 89: 3427

Royalty- from King David '
Timecoming- beforedesiruc- 539 BC
tion of 2nd Jewish temple- Danid JESUS
He came before 70AD 9:24-26

Exact type of transportation-

a young unbroken donkey- 251?] th JESUS
thy king cometh...riding on  “%'

an ass '

Would be rejected- crucify 712 BC
him...wehavenokingbut  Issiah  JESUS
Caesar 53:3-5

Exact amount He would be 494 BC

sold out for- thirty piecesof = Zechariah JESUS
silver 11:12

Exact method by which He 993 BC

would die- pierced hands  Psam  JESUS
and feet—crucifixion 22:16

Exact drink He would be 993 BC

given in death- gall with  Psam JESUS
vinegar 69:21

Exact dying words- “My go3BC

God, MyGodwhyhastthou  pgym JESUS
forsaken me” 22:1

Exact words of enemies- 993 BC
“Hetrustedin God, letHim  Psam  JESUS
deliver Him” 22:8

Exact type of burial for 712Bc

body- make grave among |sian JESUS

therich 53:9

Those who study the science of mathematical prob-
ability claim that for one person to fulfil just 8 aged
predictions accurately would be the possibility of 1 in

10Y. That’s one in 100,000,000,000,000,000.

is the shepherd of the sheep.” whn1012

B. The Evidence of Resurrection

Asthe ancient prophets predicted, the Messiah was
rejected and crucified. Herose again. Though cut off,
He lives again to see a seed or offspring as also fore-
casted (I1sa 53:8-10). It was manwho crucified Him but
it was God who raised Jesus from the dead. Now by
resurrection we have two verdicts of Jesus Christ.

Verdict 1 - Man with hisreligion

Christ was worthy of death for blasphemy—
claiming to be God. Though He was a good
teacher of moral and family values and showed
social compassion with His miracles, He
deserved capital punishment, the cross.

Verdict 2 - God

God disagreed with man’s verdict. Though God
allowed His Son to dieasasin sacrifice, He
showed He accepted it and Jesus by raising Him
from the dead on the third day, and exalting Him
as Lordto His own right hand.

God, by resurrection, declared and proved Jesus to
be Hisaccepted Son. Which verdict to you agreewith?
When one repents of man's verdict and agrees with
God'sthat Jesuswasright, God then countsthat person
asright (righteous) with Him (Rom. 10).

One cannot now say, “| am right
with God” and disagree with God’'s
verdict: JesusisLord.

The Lord Jesus is the only one God raised from the
dead and exalted to Histhrone. Thisis God's assur-
ance to all (verified and recorded by many witnesses,
1Cor. 15:3-9) that Jesusisindeed L ord and the coming
Judge Who aone isto be believed (Acts 17:31). If God
is perfectly satisfied with Christ Jesus and His sacri-
fice demonstrated by resurrection, shouldn’t you be?

Chronicle #3 of the ‘Gospel of God’ series|ooks at
the performance required to appease God for sin
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The Person

Chronicle number one of God's gospel dealt with the
great problem man has before God. It showed the doc-
trine of condemnation. All need the gospel for all share
in the bad news. All, religious and nonreligious, are
not just sinners but stand guiltyfor their sin before God.

For example, one might go out to his garden to
get ahead of cabbage and find the cabbageisall
mushy and rotten. He does not, however, call
the police and press charges against the cabbage.
For though the cabbageisbad, it isnot guilty; it
had no moral responsibility. It wasjust avictim
of itsenvironment. But if athief brokeinto his
house and stole his goods, cabbages included,
now he presses charges for the thief was mor-
ally responsible and therefore guilty.

Thisguilt of mankind isnot based on feelingsor fan-
tasy but on ajust processin adivine, legal court of law.
(See Chronicle #1 from Romans 1-3 in the Scriptures).



